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Press Release 

 
New book tells age-old story of immigration 

 
SEPTEMBER 20, 2018: Released today, Picture Girl by Marlene Targ Bill is “a true page-turner,” 
according to award-winning children’s book author Eric Kimmel. 

 
“I want to stay here. I want to draw pictures of America forever.” 
 
This moving immigrant story tells how a spunky young artist saved her Jewish family from being deported 
to Ukraine and certain death in the pogroms of the early 1920s. 
  
An independent, feisty girl, Luba drew constantly—after school, in storm shelters where her family hid 
from the murderous Cossacks, and on the SS Estonia on their way to America. By the time they finally 
saw the Statue of Liberty, Luba and her family had suffered violence, injuries, illnesses, and a storm at 
sea.   
  
But on Ellis Island, the immigration quota for Ukrainians was filled. It looked like the family would have to 
return to Ukraine, where they were hated for their faith. Then a guard saw Luba’s drawing of President 
Woodrow Wilson, and everything changed. 
 
Based on the true story of Louise Dunn Yochim, art supervisor for the Chicago Public Schools 
 
Historical fiction for those who love stories about children who change their world. Themes of immigration, 
perseverance and family values, religious persecution, pogroms, life on Ellis Island, using art to overcome 
adversity. 
 
“…beautifully writen, poignant and realistic…never dwells on the cruelty [of the pogroms], but on last-
minute escapes and hope.” –Rabbi Jon Haddon, D.D. 
 
Age range: 8-12 | Grade level: 3-6  
107 pp. | 10 drawings, 4 photos, map, glossary, reading list, discussion questions 
ISBN 978-1-7320276-0-2 (paperback) $7.99 
ISBN 978-1-7320276-0-2 (ebook) $5.99 

Marlene Targ Brill is the author of over seventy award-winning books. She most enjoys writing about 
children and their accomplishments. Marlene has a bachelor’s degree in special education, a master’s 
degree in early childhood education, and has worked in the education field as a teacher, consultant, and 
curriculum specialist. She and her husband reside near Chicago in Wilmette, Illinois. 

For bulk orders and further information, go to https://goldenalleypress.com/picture-girl/  
or contact Nancy Sayre, publisher: nancy.sayre@goldenalleypress.com  

Available at Amazon.com, Barnes & Noble, independent bookstores, and www.goldenalleypress.com,   
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